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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 

The twenty-first annual business meeting of the 

American Purity Alliance was held in the United Char¬ 

ities Building, New York, .on Monday afternoon, Janu¬ 

ary 25th. The annual report was read and adopted, and 

is published herewith. The Treasurer’s report was 

presented and read as audited, and is published on 

page 14. 

The following resolutions, moved by Samuel C. 

Blackwell, and seconded by Dr. Anna Lukens, were 

adopted : 

• 1. Resolved, That a chaste, pure life, in thought and conduct, 
is obligatory alike for men and women. 

2. Resolved, That the licensing and legalizing of social vice, 

as in Continental Europe, and as has been proposed for New York 

and other American cities, involves practical slavery for a victim 

class ot dependent women and young girls, stimulates a cruel 
traffic in womanhood and girlhood, is degrading to men, is a 

menace to the home, is shocking to the moral sense, and is a per¬ 
version of the true function of the State. 

3. Resolved, That we learn, with regret and apprehension 

of the initiation of a movement in the British Parliament threaten¬ 

ing the re-enactment of the odious Contagious Diseases Acts for 
England and India, and we trust that the emphatic and indignant 

protests of the friends of purity throughout the United Kingdom 
may suffice to defeat the proposed reactionary and immoral legis¬ 

lation. 

4. Resolved, That the prevalent tendency to sensuous and 

sensual appeal and indecent display, in connection with social and 

dramatic entertainments of a certain type, as well as through the 
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sensational press and vulgarly suggestive literature and pictorial 
illustration, is greatly to be deplored, should be discouraged in all 

practicable ways by all good citizens, and be subjected to increased 

legal restraint. 

5. Resolved, That the alleged outrageous disregard of decency, 
and of the Penal Code, at a recent dinner in this city, which has since 

become publicly and shamefully notorious, calls for a full invest¬ 

igation by the proper authorities, and such legal punishment of 

the chief agents in the disgraceful affair, men and women, as an 

impartial judicial inquiry may indicate as warranted under the 

violated statutes. 

6. Resolved, That we appeal to all members and friends of 

the American Purity Alliance to do what may be practicable for 
each and all, to extend the circulation, and consequent usefulness 

of The Philanthropist, and also its leaflet and other Purity 

literature, and to secure for its treasury increased contributions 

and bequests, to the end that its important work, by means of meet¬ 

ings. conferences and otherwise, may be continued and enlarged* 

commensurate with the wide-spread and urgent need. 

The officers for 1896, as given on pages 3 and 4, 

were re-elected for the ensuing year. 

The twenty-first public anniversary meeting was 

held in the Assembly Hall, United Charities Building, 

on Monday evening, January 25th. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D , a 

Vice-President of the Alliance for New Jersey. 

Aaron M. Powell, President, presided and deliv¬ 

ered an opening address. A paper prepared by Dr. 

Emily Blackwell, of the New York Woman’s Medical 

College, was read by the Recording Secretary, Mrs. 

Naomi Lawton Davis. An address by Hon. Elbridge 

T. Gerry, in his unavoidable absence and at his request, 

was read by the President. A letter of regret, and of 

hearty sympathy with the work of the Alliance, was 



t 

read from Rev. S. H. Virgin, D. D., who expected to 

address the meeting, but was prevented by a death in 

his family. Other addresses were delivered successively 

by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D., Rev. W. T. Sabine, D. D., 

Rev. Antoinette Brown Blackwell, Rev. S. S. Sew¬ 

ard and Samuel C. Blackwell, Esq. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 

PURITY ALLIANCE. 

The work of the American Purity Alliance for 1896 

was inaugurated by a Conference held in New York 

under its auspices, the last of a series following the 

National Purity Congress of 1895. There was a good 

attendance of well known friends of purity, and repre¬ 

sentatives from various kindred philanthropic associa¬ 

tions, supported by a large and influential Honorary 

Committee. The Alliance has also held during the year 

a Conversazione, and an additional Conference of much 

interest. These occasions have been helpful in dissemi¬ 

nating the principles of the Alliance and in showing the 

importance of affirmative purity teaching to counteract 

the prevalent immorality. 

REGULATION SCHEMES. 

Early during the last legislative session public an¬ 

nouncement was made of a bill to provide for the licens¬ 

ing of houses of immorality in the city of New York, 

with police and medical surveillance, under the name of 

District Inns. The Executive Committee of the Alli¬ 

ance promptly forwarded a protest to the Legislature 

against the passage of any such measure, and also ad¬ 

dressed communications upon the subject to each Sena¬ 

tor and Member of Assembly, as well as to the Governor 

of the State. We are happy to record that no member 

of the Legislature could be found to introduce the very 

objectionable bill. The advocates of such legislation, 



9 

however, are still active, and we are admonished by 

threatened kindred attempts the present year that we 

cannot relax our vigilance. 

During the last year an attempt was also made in 

Massachusetts to secure the passage by its Legislature 

of an extremely objectionable bill to license social vice 

in the city of Boston. The Alliance co-operated with 

the friends of purity in Massachusetts, by literature and 

otherwise, in opposing the bill and in compassing its 

overwhelming defeat. The fact, however, that such an 

objectionable bill, the worst that has been formulated, 

could be introduced into that Legislature and be ac¬ 

corded the dignity of a legislative hearing, should make 

us increasingly watchful in the future. 

The Executive Committee of the Alliance has re¬ 

cently been appealed to from Oregon for help, by litera¬ 

ture and otherwise, to secure the defeat of a movement 

which has been inaugurated in that State to secure the 

legal regulation of vice. It forwarded the following 

protest for presentation in the Legislature : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 

Oregon : 

The American Purity Alliance is credibly advised that an 

effort is proposed to induce the Legislature of Oregon to enact a 
statute to deal with houses of ill fame in its cities, by districting, 

supervision by police, compulsory examination and license. 
We respectfully and very earnestly ask your consideration of 

the following facts 

1st. State license, direct or indirect, must degrade the public 

sentiment of the community, which inclines to make light of an 

evil sanctioned by law. 

2d. Any effort to ameliorate the “social evil” by medical 

examination, certificate and license, fosters the vice by tempting to 
its indulgence. 
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3d. Compulsory examination is a cruel wrong to the individ¬ 

ual, unjustified unless it be applied with equal rigor to the male as 

well as the female participant, by either of whom contagion may 

be spread. 
It may be asked, “Can then nothing be done by legislation to 

check this injurious vice and the resulting destructive disease ?” 

Much maybe done by State and by Municipality. Not by 
amelioration as a legalized indulgence, but by repressio7i as a 

destructive wTrong. 
Every method of repression in order to be effectual must deal 

alike unsparingly with both the male and female outlaw. Over¬ 

sight and neglect of this axiom has caused the failure of the many 

attempts at amelioration, and their abandonment as worse than 

useless in the Papal States, in England and British India, and in 

our own country. This terrible vice must be regarded and treated 

as a dangerous crime, as it ignores the family and permanent 

marriage, and thus attacks the very life of civilized society. 

We look with confidence and hope to Oregon as the Massachu¬ 
setts of the Northwest, and to her wise legislation as an example 

for all the Pacific States. 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION. 

In March last the Alliance issued the following 

Ministerial Declaration against legalized vice: 

In view of the public announcement of a bill to district and 

legalize social vice in the city of New York, the undersigned, 

Ministers of New York and vicinity, declare that we would greatly 

deplore the enactment by the Legislature of any measure to license 

and legalize social vice, as morally wrong, as unjust to women and 

degrading to men, a menace to the home, to society, to the munic¬ 
ipality, and to the State. 

This declaration was signed by Bishop Potter of the 

Episcopal Church, Bishop Andrews of the M. E. Church, 

Archdeacon Tiffany, Rev. Dr. John Hall, Rev. Dr. W. 

T. Sabine, Rev. Dr. S. H. Virgin, Rev. Dr. R. Heber 

Newton, Rev. S. S. Seward, Rev. Dr. Josiah Strong, 
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Rev. Dr. Morgan Dix, Rabbi Kohler and many other 

well known ministers of the city. It has since been 

widely distributed. 

HONOLULU. 

The attention of the American Purity Alliance, in 

May last, was called to a proposition supported by Ha¬ 

waiian journals to’segregate Japanese women for im¬ 

moral purposes in Honolulu in a district set apart by the 

Government therefor. It was also requested to do what 

it could by way of appeal, the sending of anti-regulation 

literature for dissemination in Honolulu, and by corres¬ 

pondence, to discourage and prevent the immoral segre¬ 

gation plan. The Executive Committee forwarded an 

appeal to his Excellency, President Dole, and also a 

grant of appropriate literature for Hawaiian officials 

and leading citizens. 

LITERATURE. 

We have continued our effort to circulate, through 

our journal, The Philanthropist, and our pamphlets 

and leaflets, the helpful teachings of the best writers in 

the purity movement, covering the various phases of 

the subject, educational, preventive, rescue, religious, 

legislative, etc. We have circulated, during the year, 

about a million pages of this literature in various por¬ 

tions of our own country and some in foreign lands 

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. 

The International Conference for the Abolition of 

State Regulation of' Vice for 1896 was held at Berne, 

Switzerland, in September. Delegates were in attend¬ 

ance representing Great Britain, Switzerland, France, 
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Germany, Holland, Norway, Italy and America. The 

President and Corresponding Secretary of the American 

Purity Alliance were delegates representing it in this 

international gathering, and the bearers also of an official 

address which was read in and warmly welcomed by the 

Conference. The reports presented in the Conference 

from the various countries were of an encouraging 

character as a whole, indicating gratifying progress on 

the part of the Purity movement therein. Particular 

attention was given to the Traffic in Girls, or White 

Slavery, in the various countries, in connection with 

regulated and tolerated vice; also to the importance of 

increased effort to uphold a high, equal standard of 

morality alike for men and women. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

The British Committee of the International Feder¬ 

ation called a National Conference for Great Britain, 

which was held in Birmingham, England, in Novem¬ 

ber, to protest against the threatened revival of the 

Contagious Diseases xActs in England and India. The 

American Purity Alliance was represented also at this 

important Conference. The following resolution, voic¬ 

ing the sentiment of the Conference, was adopted 

unanimously: 

This Conference condemns State Regulation and sanction of 

Vice, whether by Contagious Diseases Acts or otherwise, alike 
upon moral, constitutional, and sanitary grounds, 

It protests against the efforts which are being made to induce 

the Government to re-establish in this country, in India, or in any 

part of the empire, a system which is utterly antagonistic to the 

moral and religious convictions of the people of this country, 

which violates the personal liberty of women in the supposed inter- 
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ests of vicious men, and which has failed even in its professed 

sanitary aims. 

CO-OPERATION. 

We gratefully acknowledge the helpful co-opera¬ 

tion that has been extended to us by those who perceive 

the value and importance of this work. Without such 

co-operation, financial and otherwise, we could not 

maintain it. We have to appeal therefore for assistance 

that it may be continued and increased. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

From January 1, 1896, to January 1, 1897. 

RECEIPTS. 

From Philanthropist and other Literature.$ 676 85 

“ Donations and Memberships. 1,264 00 

81,940 85 

EXPENDITURES. 

Deficit from 1895.8 128 97 

For Philanthropist and other Literature... 1,043 06 

“ Postage and Expressage. 155 46 

“ Clerical Assistance. 230 00 

“ Office Rent . 180 96 

“ Meetings and Office Sundries. Ill 50 

81,849 95 

Balance January 1, 1897. 890 40 

Audited and found correct. 
Anna Lukens, M. D. 
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DONA TIONS. 

From January 1, 1896, to January 1, 1897. 

Rev. C. DeWitt Bridgeman. $ 5 oo 

Samuel C. Blackwell. 5 oo 

Rev. Antoinette Brown Blackwell. 5 oo 

Hon. Wm. I. Bowditch. 5 oo 

Mrs. George L. Stearns. 5 oo 

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller. 9 oo 

Mrs. C. Rusch. io oo 

Mrs. E. B. Chace. i 25 

Mrs. A. J. Gavett.   5 00 

Mrs. S. S. Minturn. 25 00 

Bertha G. Brooks. 10 00 

Mrs. Anna du Bois. 5 00 

Rev. Samuel May. 10 00 

Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Willets. 13 00 

Elizabeth Powell Bond. 5 00 

Mrs. Wilson M. Powell. 5 00 

A Friend, through A. R. P. .. . .. 100 00 

James A. Schrymser, Esq. 30 00 

Mrs. Armenia S. White. 10 00 

Mrs. Susan G. Yates. 5 00 

Hon. Elbridge T. Gerry. 100 00 

Ellen Collins. 5 00 

Rev. W. T. Sabine, D. D. 2 00 

Esther Carpenter Pierce. 5 00 

Anna C. Field.  5 00 

Dr. Amelia Wright. 2 00 

D. A. Watt, Esq. 4 00 
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Mrs. C. C. Hussey. 

Mrs. E. B. Cummings. 

Anna Lukens, M. D. 

William Ward. 

Mariana W. Chapman. 

Susan White Hildreth. 

Grace H. Dodge. 

Rev. W. C. Stitt. 

Mrs. Martha Mott Lord. 

Wm. M. and Anna M. Jackson. 

J. Howard Wright. 

A Friend, through A. M. P. 

William Willcox. 

Mary Otis Willcox. 

Mrs. H. G. Lapham. 

Mary Grew. 

Anna B. Day. 

Emma M. Larwill. 

Mrs. CharlotteS. Lewis. 

Helen E. Brown. 

Mrs. H. R. Shattuck. 

Sarah C. Fox. 

L. E. W., in memory of Albert A. Wright. . . . 

Alice C. Robinson. 

Francis Wood. 

H. B. Wyeth, Esq. 

Mrs. Esther Herrman. 

Mrs. Anna Shaw Curtis. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gay. 

A Friend, by Rev. W. W. Atterbury, D. D. . . . 

Dr. M. E. Zakrzweska. 

Mrs. Fred’k Billings. 

*5 oo 

2 oo 

5 oo 

5 oo 

5 00 

5° oo 

25 oo 

5 oo 

IO oo 

7 oo 

IO oo 

25° oo 

25 oo 

i5 oo 

35 oo 

4 oo 

5 oo 

3 oo 

IO oo 

2 oo 

2 oo 

5 oo 

25 oo 

5 oo 

3 oo 

5 oo 

IO oo 

IO oo 

5 oo 

5 oo 

2 oo 

IO oo 
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Maria Hopper. $5 00 

In Memory of Mrs. Ralph Waldo Emerson. ... 10 00 

Phebe C. Wright. 4 87 

Mrs. Wm. Emerson, Jr. 30 00 

In Memory of Abby Hopper Gibbons. 7 00 

Dr. Emily Blackwell. 5 00 

Mrs. Naomi Lawton Davis. 5 00 

Sarah W. Collins. 10 00 

Dr. O. E. & Anna Janney. 5 00 

Mrs. James M. Barnard. 4 00 

Cassandra A. Carr. 5 00 

Rebecca T. Webb. 25 00 

A Friend. 50 00 

Charles E. Cock. 5 00 

Rev. B. de Watteville (Switzerland). 5 00 

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell (England). 4 87 

Mrs. S. Woolcott Brown (England). 29 16 

Atherton Curtis, Esq. (France). 25 00 

Collection at New York Conference. 35 35 

Rev. R. Heber Newton. 1 00 

Mrs. R. Heber Newton. 1 00 

Dr. Mary D. Hussey. 1 00 

Mrs. Caroline Ross Graham.  1 00 

Mrs. Minola Graham Saxton. 1 00 

Dr. Mercy N. Baker. 1 00 

Dr. S. J. McNutt. 1 00 

Dr. J. G. McNutt. 1 00 

Mrs. E. P. Newbold. 1 00 

Mrs. Jennie D. DeWitt.. 1 00 

Mrs. J. J. Coard.   1 00 

Emily P. Yeo. 1 00 

Mrs. Gabriel Kent. 1 00 
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Jane R. Hopkins... $i oo 

Elizabeth P. Simmons. i oo 

A Friend. 50 

Rev. Joseph Silverman, D.D. 1 00 

Frances Cheney Smith.. 1 00 

Sarah E. Wall. 1 00 

Mr. D. K. Elmendorf. 1 00 

Mrs. M. T. L. Gannett. 1 00 

Susan Dixwell Miller. 1 00 

Dr. A. F. Currier. 1 00 

Mrs. J. S. Menken. 1 00 

Miss Sarah W. Smith. 1 00 

Helen Train Tamehill. 1 00 

Lydia A. Schofield. 1 00 

Mrs. Julia R. Carpenter. 1 00 
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AMERICAN PURITY HISTORY—“PERSONAL 

REMINISCENCES OF A GREA T 

CR USA DEC* 

By Rev. J. P. GLEDSTONE. 

In April of this year Mr. Gledstone and Mr. H. J. 

Wilson started on their mission to the United States as 

delegates from the Federation. I asked Mr. Gledstone 

to write for me briefly his recollections of the chief 

events of that important mission. He consented to do 

so, and the following is his account: 

It was, I remember, a cold stormy Thursday in 

April, 1870, when you persisted in accompanying Mr. 

Wilson and me to the river, to see us on board the 

Adriatic. The anti-regulation struggle has seen some 

uncommon things; I think so flow, as I recall your 

slender form seeking shelter from the keen wind that 

swept through the little tug that conveyed us to the 

huge steamer lying in the middle of the Mersey—two 

strong men sent out on their mission and cheered to it 

by one woman! Snow was on the tops of the Welsh 

hills as we got into the channel. The next day—Good 

Friday—was spent in Cork; then came a cold enough 

voyage. 

Bearing, as we did, letters of introduction to several 

♦From “Personal Reminiscences 0/ a Great Crusade,” by Josephine E. 
Butler. Horace Marshall & Son, Publishers, Temple House, Temple Avenue 
and 125 Fleet Street, London. 
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REV GLEDSTONE 
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of the leaders of the old anti-slavery party, we thought 

of beginning our mission to the American people at 

Boston, and using that as a centre for our propaganda. 

Providence had arranged it otherwise; we began at New 

York and ended at Boston, thus reversing our plan. 

First of all we tried, simultaneously with our mis¬ 

sionary efforts, to learn exactly the state of opinion on 

the system of State Regulation of Vice, and what had 

been done to keep it out of the country. We found 

that attempts had been made at many centres, in differ¬ 

ent ways, to get the system a footing. Doctors and 

sanitary specialists were its apostles. Some of the 

medical journals had, at odd times, for some years past, 

been doing what they could to commend it to the notice 

and favor of the profession. Although we never came 

upon any sign of the existence of an organized pro¬ 

regulation party, we saw abundant evidence of the 

existence, all over the States, of men, chiefly doctors, 

who were resolutely bent upon having the regulation 

established in some form or another. The Medical 

Gazette of New York had been very zealous in 1870-71 

in that direction. 

In New York in Chicago, in California, in Balti¬ 

more, in the District of Columbia, in Cincinnati, in 

Pennsylvania, unsuccessful attempts had been made to 

get State or municipal regulation. In California the 

bill which was introduced into the Legislature became 

known to a quick-witted woman, the wife of one of the 

members, who immediately had another bill drafted, 

exactly the same as the first, save one word—for woman 

she substituted man, She then got several members of 

the Legislature to promise that they would bring her 
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bill forward if any further progress was made with the 

other. The mere sight of hers drove the other into 

oblivion! She played a bold and risky game, for had her 

bill been accepted along with the other, it would have 

lain a dead letter, whereas the police would have wrnrked 

the other with vigor. She saw, so far, only the injus¬ 

tice of the proposed bill, inasmuch as it touched women 

and exempted men, but did not see that it was also im¬ 

moral to apply regulation even to men and women alike. 

On three occasions attempts had been made in the 

District of Columbia, for the sake, of course, of includ¬ 

ing Washington. One of them was defeated by the 

energy and resolution of Miss Edson. Learning late 

one evening that a proposal was to be brought before 

Congress the next day, she instantly left her home, and 

spent almost the whole night in visiting newspaper 

offices, interviewing editors, and ringing congressmen 

out of their beds to inform them of the character of the 

bill, and to implore them to oppose it. By this means 

time was gained, and with the assistance of others she 

continued an opposition which was ultimately successful. 

Her effort cost her her life; she soon fell ill from over 

exertion and died. 

In every case the women seemed to have been 

particularly vigilant and resolute, and from them we 

got some of our most effective help. The women 

doctors, who were just as capable as the men doctors of 

understanding the question in its physical bearings,, 

were entirely with us; at least, I cannot remember one 

who was not. 

As an example of the service that may be rendered 

by one intelligent and resolute man, I think I ought to 
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name Mr. Francis King, of Baltimore, a member of the 

Society of Friends, who, when the chairman of the 

Grand Jury broached the system of regulation, gave it 

his firm resistance. Mr. King had studied the subject 

in Europe. 

One place, St. Louis, had been afflicted with regu¬ 

lation from 1870 to 1874. It had been introduced with 

a craft quite worthy of the “father of lies,” a clause of the 

City Charter which dealt with the suppression of houses 

of ill repute being modified by the introduction of two 

words, “or regulate”; the charter was thus altered—“to 

suppress or regulate houses of ill fame.” Rev. Dr. 

Eliot, of Washington University, led the opposition to it, 

4,000 women petitioned for its repeal, and it was removed 

by a unanimous vote of the Senate of the State of Mis¬ 

souri. 

There was evidently work to be done, more than the 

Federation which had sent us knew of, much more than 

the American friends of purity for a moment suspected. 

They were mostly living in happy ignorance of this plot¬ 

ting against the rights of all the women of the States, 

and against the morals of the whole Republic. If our 

mission did nothing else, we have the satisfaction of 

knowing that it effectually broke up that self confidence. 

In New York, where we landed on April 24th, we 

found that preparations had been made by Mr. Aaron 

M. Powell and Mrs. Gibbons for the holding of a Con¬ 

ference the next day. This was only a small gathering at 

Mrs. Gibbons’ house of some twelve or fifteen ladies and 

gentlemen, to whom we explained the object of our com¬ 

ing, and from whom we received suggestions as to the best 

course for us to pursue. During the ten weeks of our 



stay in America we held six Conferences in New York, 

each of them interesting in its own peculiar way, one of 

them, in the New York Infirmary, specially so, owing 

to the number of young women present who were study¬ 

ing medicine. 

In Dr. Cuyler, of Brooklyn, we found a warm and 

influential friend; he took me with him to the house of 

Mr. Dodge, where I had the opportunity of addressing 

some twenty-five of the most noted Presbyterian, Dutch 

Reformed and Congregational clergymen of the city. 

The same privilege was extended to me by the Baptist 

ministers, of whom a hundred were present at the meet¬ 

ing. I believe that by means of these ministerial associa¬ 

tions I succeeded in addressing almost the whole of the 

ministers in all the great cities of the East. They were, 

of course, busy in every case with their own local con¬ 

cerns, and could not find time to discuss the theme 

brought before them; but there is ground for believing 

that interest was excited and sympathy gained. 

Among the more striking incidents of our tour was 

the presentment, while we were in New York, to the 

“ Court of General Sessions of the Peace for the City 

and County of New York,” of its own Grand Jury in 
favor of dealing with the social evil by means of regula¬ 

tion. The presentment closed with a resolution earn¬ 

estly requesting the Legislature of the State of New 

York to adopt some system of laws calculated to confine 

houses of ill fame in large cities to certain specified 

localities, and to subject them at all times to the careful 

and vigilant supervision of the Boards of Health and 

Police. This presentment appeared inths Evening Post 

of June 2d (Friday), 1876, and before we slept that night 
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we had penned a protest against it in the name of the 

Federation, taking up each point and answering it in 

the light of our English and European experience. The 

next day we spent in interviewing editors, and on Mon¬ 

day the Herald published our protest; three other papers 

also had articles on the presentment, either condemning 

it as immoral or making light of it as a suggestion made 

too late in the day for acceptance. 

I cannot leave the subject of New York without 

saying a word about the kind and devoted friends we 

met. Mr. and Mrs. Aaron M. Powell gave us a cordial 

welcome and unstinted help, and have carried on, ever 

since our return, the work of meeting and resisting all 

attempt to legalize vice. Mr. Powell had formerly been 

editor of the Anti-Slavery Standard, and, like all the 

surviving members of the great anti-slavery movement, 

seemed to have an intuitive knowledge of the great 

moral principles for which we were contending. Mrs. 

Gibbons was another of our good friends, and in the 

rooms of the Isaac T. Hopper Home (a benevolent home 

named in honor of her brave, unselfish father) we had 

one or more of our Conferences. Mrs. Gay, of Staten 

Island, another Quaker and Abolitionist, gave us excel¬ 

lent help, and has continued in the good work till now. 

Mrs. Hussey aided us much among medical practitioners. 

As one result of our visit, a Vigilance Committee 

was formed, which has kept a sleepless eye on the move¬ 

ments of the enemy, and has defeated many insidious 

plans to introduce regulation through sanitary arrange¬ 

ments or municipal laws or State enactments. It has 

created also a literature, modest indeed in size, but 

appealing to all that is best and purest in the nation. 



Ten years ago The Philanthropist, a monthly journal, 

was started to be the organ of the purity party, and has 

done good service. I cannot but believe that in New 

York alone our work was a quiet introduction to the 

energetic White Cross Crusade, and to the daring at¬ 

tacks of Dr. Parkhurst upon the corrupt police and mu¬ 

nicipal authorities. The friends who. had co operated 

with us have, for almost nineteen years, not only kept 

up a protest against every form of legalizing vice, but 

have also thrown themselves into every available form 

of service for the promotion of a sound public opinion on 

the relation of the sexes. 

By the time we reached Washington a bill had been 

framed bv the Board of Health and introduced into the «/ 
House of Representatives, which, on its face, looked 

innocent enough, but which really contained clauses of 

a very dangerous character. Professing to be only a 

sanitary measure, it, in fact, gave ample powers for 

working a system of inspection and license. At one of 

our Conferences we had the presence of the Rev. J. L. 

Townsend, Chaplain of the House of Representatives, 

who, hearing of what was being proposed, said he should 

confer with the Chaplain of the Senate, so that together 

they might co-operate against the objectionable measure, 

Mr. H. J. Wilson also had an interview with Mr. Wil¬ 

lard, who had introduced the bill into the House, 

but who frankly declared that he had no intention to 

support the regulating system; he said the phraseology 

of the bill, which was evidently open to a bad interpre¬ 

tation and use, must be altered. 

One of the best friends in this city was Mrs. Dr. 

Winslow; she was one of the first women in America 
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who took a medical degree, and in consequence she suf¬ 

fered a good deal of domestic and social persecution. 

The people who had smelt the fire of trouble for consci¬ 

entious convictions seemed to fall to our side by a kind 

of instinct; they grasped the moral principles we set 

forth and understood their bearing at once. 

At Baltimore the General Conference of the Meth¬ 

odist Episcopal Church was sitting. Dr. Rigg and the 

Rev. W. B. Pope, who were attending it as delegates 

from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in England, 

having been entrusted with an address to it from the 

Wesleyan Society for the repeal of the English Acts, 

the former gentleman carried out this commission. A 

special committee which was appointed to draw up a 

reply heard evidence from Dr. Rigg and myself as to 

the nature and futility of our English Acts, and as to 

the great uprising of opinion on the Continent of Europe 

against licensed vice. In their reply they expressed 

themselves as being utterly opposed to regulation; and 

I believe I am right in saying that both in America and 

by its missionaries in India this powerful church has 

always and consistently gone against regulation in any 

form. 

It is pleasant to recall the kindnesses and aid of 

single persons and of groups of persons; Dr. Thomas, a 

Quaker physician, was the friend who specially aided us 

at Baltimore. 

We had quite a remarkable experience at Philadel¬ 

phia, both in the way of assailing our opponets and in 

making for our cause new and influential friends all over 

the States. At the time of our visit the doctors of Penn¬ 

sylvania were holding the annual meeting of their Soci- 
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ety, and gave our work aid which was as unexpected as 

it was unwilling. They had been told by one of their 

journals that a “ vehement effort ” ought to be made by 

them to get prostitution legalized; it was their “duty ” 

to do it. Of any intention to do their “ duty ” they gave 

no sign, but at the last moment, just as we were on the 

point of leaving for Boston, two anti-regulation doctors, 

of whom the city had a goodly number, informed us that 

on the following da)’ a determined effort was to be made 

to commit the Society to an active regulationist policy. 

Thereupon we got Mrs. Franciscus, the President of the 

Women’s Christian Association, and Mrs. French, Presi¬ 

dent of the Moral Education Society, to send a letter to 

all the doctors known to be opposed to regulation, ask¬ 

ing them to attend every meeting of the Medical Soci¬ 

ety, and resist any such attempt. At the meeting of the 

W. C. A., the hundred women who were present rose 

to their feet to signify their approval of the letter ; a 

feeling of intense indignation was aroused, and a regu¬ 

lationist doctor would have had determined opposition 

from the women of the capital city of the State. Flow 

it came to pass we never could learn, but it is certain 

that the “vehement effort” never was made. As we 

came across many friends in Philadelphia who saw no 

need for doing anything—the subject being unpleasant, 

“not before the public,” and “not fit for discussion 

before men and women ”—we had the doctors to thank 

for effectually scattering all these objections and sending 

a shock of much needed energy into our work. So the 

way of men was overruled by the higher way of God. 

Let me recall the friendly faces and names of those 

who aided us—the Rev. Andrew Longacre, the Rev. 
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Joseph May, Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Lewis, Bishop Simp¬ 

son, Mr. Rowland (of the Y. M. C. A.), Dr. Herman 

Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Ingraham, Mrs. Harriet French, 

Miss Anthony, and that brave old lady, Mrs. Lucretia 

Mott. To some of your readers, dear Mrs. Butler, these 

names will mean nothing, but please let them stand on 

the pages of your book of reminiscences, for they mean 

much to others, and deserve a record. 

Our good friends Mr. and Mrs. Powell, of New 

York, were present during part of the time of our visits 

to Philadelphia, attending the meetings of the Interna¬ 

tional Temperance Convention, and they kindly arranged 

a meeting of Temperance friends from all parts of the 

States for us to address. It was a choice opportunity, 

of which we made the most. Mrs. Powell sent you home 

an account, in which she spoke of the meeting “as a very 

impressive meeting,” in which the power of the Spirit of 

God was present, and where many of the audience, men 

and women, were in tears. Yes; I remember it from a 

long distance of time as a season of help and blessing. 

The city of Boston, which we had at first counted 

upon as sure to be the most responsive and most easily 

worked, proved to be one of the most difficult, until we 

obtained the countenance and co-operation of Mr. Wil¬ 

liam Lloyd Garrison. Even the women, usually the 

quickest to come to the aid of our cause, were cautious 

and doubtful. That Massachusetts should ever legalize 

immorality seemed to them to be as remote as the end 

of the world.' New York was a dissolute city, under the 

control of foreigners, and might do anything bad, but 

Boston had some regard for the moral law. Our argu¬ 

ments were met with simple incredulity and indifference. 
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Since then our warnings have only been too abundantly 

justified. 

When Mr. Garrison, to whom we had the best of 

introductions, heard our case and the difficulties which 

had been thrown in our way, he said: 

“Do not listen to the dissuasions from going on 

with your work, and speaking the message you are en¬ 

trusted with. I do not agree with those who affirm that it 

is inexpedient to speak the truth here on this question. 

Speak it; it will do good. But do not hold a public meet¬ 

ing. Get those to hear you who will influence public 

opinion in the day of need. My name is at your service 

for any circular you may issue, calling such a conference 

as I have indicated.” 

This was the plan of operations we have followed 

all the way through, and as soon as the great Abolition¬ 

ist’s name was put upon our circular, it was adopted by 

the leading reformers of the city. Never before had I 

seen so great a change wrought by the word of one man; 

his judgment was evidently regarded as the final court 

of appeal. With that splendid loyalty to his old chief 

which always distinguished Mr. Wendell Phillips, the 

great orator of the Abolition cause, he immediately gave 

us his aid, and consented to preside at our Conference. 

About a hundred and fifty of the most active of the re¬ 

formers of the city came together in the rooms of the Y. 

M. C. A. (that institution always had an open door for us), 

and a most enthusiastic meeting was held. My colleague, 

Mr. Wilson, had gallantly offered to do the hardest part 

of the work, viz., answering any question that might be 

asked, but after more than an hour of severe catechising 

he was tired out, and I had to come to his aid. You 
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may know a subject very well, but when you have been 

tested by the inquisitiveness of a Boston audience you 

may feel pretty comfortable anywhere else. 

Our meeting was favored with short speeches by 

our Chairman, by Mrs. Livermore and by Mrs. Stone. 

I cannot leave Boston without mentioning the in¬ 

spiration which Mr. Garrison’s words and influence were 

to every good work; he started me on the study of the 

great Abolition movement, a cause which, indirectly, 

has done much for our own. Then, again, I remember * 

with a tender heart the modest kindness of Mr. Wendell 

Phillips in taking us to see some of the sights of Boston, 

and in calling with us on some newspaper editors. I 

remember his snug, quaint little house, which might 

have been taken from one of the ancient streets of York 

or Chester; I see now the bust of John Brown’s magnifi¬ 

cent head, just arrived from the sculptor’s, standing on 

the sill of the staircase window; and I still hear the soft 

tones in which he said, as I parted from him—“ Don’t 

forget an old man.” I can never forget him ; his 

speeches have become to me the noblest models of 

Christian moral teaching; I know nothing like them in 

the whole range of English oratory, either for substance 

or for style. 

One strong desire which we felt at the termination 

of our work was for the American people to make com¬ 

mon cause with the English and with Continental friends 

against legalized immorality; and this they have done. 

The American Committee joined the Federation, and 

have frequently sent Mr. Powell to attend its meetings; 

they realize that in this sacred cause the nations are one. 

If we were permitted to render any service to the great 
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Republic, the debt has been more than repaid by the 

priceless work of Mrs. Andrew and Dr. Kate Bushnell 

on behalf of India. Bonds of love and sympathy have 

been woven which nothing can break. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN PURITY 

ALLIANCE. 

In view of the wide-spread suffering, physical disease, deplor-* 

able hereditary results, degradation of manhood and womanhood, 

and the peril to the home, society and the State involved in the 

prevalent immorality, we do hereby agree, with a prayerful re¬ 

liance upon Divine aid, to form ourselves into an association, to be 

governed by the following Constitution: 

Article I. This association shall be called the American 

Purity Alliance. 

Article II. The objects of this Alliance are the repression 
of vice, the prevention of its regulation by the State, the better 

protection of the young, the rescue of,the fallen, the extension of 

the White Cross among men, and to maintain the law of purity 

as equally binding upon men and women. 

Article III. Any person who consents to the principles of 

this constitution, and who contributes annually one dolllar ormore 

to its funds, may be a member of this Alliance, and shall be 

entitled to a vote at the meetings. 

Article IV. The officers of this Alliance shall be a president, 
vice-presidents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, 

a treasurer, and an executive committee to consist of the presi¬ 

dent, secretaries, treasurer, and not less than five additional 

members; and a general council of twenty or more members. 
Article V. The Executive Committee shall have power to 

enact their own by-laws, till any vacancy in their body, and in the 

offices of secretary and treasurer, direct the treasurer in the appli¬ 

cation of all moneys, and call special meetings of the Alliance. 

They shall make arrangements for all meetings, and make an 

annual written report of their doings, and of the expenditures and 

funds of the Alliance. 
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Article VI. The president shall preside at all meetings of 

the Alliance, or in his absence, one of the vice-presidents, cr in 

their absence, a president pro-tem. The corresponding secretary 

shall conduct the correspondence of the Alliance. The recording 

secretary shall notify all meetings of the Alliance and of the execu¬ 

tive committee, and shall keep records of the same. The treasurer 

shall receive the subscriptions, make payments at the direction of 

the executive committee, and present a written and audited 

account to accompany the annual report. The duties of members 

of the general council shall be advisory, in connection with the 

executive committee, to advise and inform the latter as to the 

condition, progress and needs, legislative and otherwise, of the 

cause of Purity in their respective States and localities. 

Article VII. The annual meeting of the Alliance shall be 

held each year at such time and place as the executive committee 

may direct, when the accounts of the treasurer shall be pre¬ 

sented, the annual report read, appropriate addresses delivered, 

the officers chosen, and such other business transacted as shall be 

deemed expedient. 

Article VII I. Any Purity or White Cross association founded 

on the same principles may become auxiliary to this Alliance, by 

contributing annually the sum of five dollars to its treasury. The 

officers of each auxiliary association shall be ex-officio members of 

this organization, and shall be entitled to deliberate and vote in 

the transactions of its concerns. 

Article IX. This constitution may be amended, at any 

meeting of the Alliance, by a vote of the members present, pro¬ 

vided the amendments proposed have been previously submitted, 

in writing, to the executive committee. 
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CER TIFICA TE OF INCORPORA TION. 

In the Matter of the Incorporation 

of 

The American Purity Alliance. 

In pursuance of an Act of the Legislature of the State of 

New York, entitled “An Act for the incorporation of benevolent, 

charitable, scientific and missionary societies,” passed April 12, 

1848, and of the several acts amendatory thereof, we whose names 

are hereunto subscribed, all being of full age and all citizens of 

the United States, and a majority of whom are citizens of and 

residents within the State of New York, do hereby certify: 

That we have associated ourselves to form a corporation or 

society for benevolent purposes, and for the purpose of preventing 

and lessening crime and immorality. 

That the name or title by which such corporation shall be 

known in law is The American Purity Alliance. 

That the particular business and objects of such society are 

to disseminate literature and to hold public meetings for the pur¬ 

pose of securing more adequate legal protection of females under 

the age of twenty-one years from immoral lives, and to urge the 

enactment of such laws as will the more effectually secure such 

protection, and to urge and secure the enforcement of all laws to 

prevent the social evil among such females, and also to extend aid 

and encouragement in the way of rescuing victims of social vice 

and in providing them with suitable homes and employment. 

That the number of Trustees to manage the said Society shall 

be eight. 
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That the following are the names of the Trustees of such 

Society for the first year of its existence, viz: 

Aaron M. Powell, of Plainfield, New Jersey. 

Emily Blackwell, of New York City,N. Y. 

Anna Lukens, “ “ 

Naomi L. Davis, “ 

Samuel C. Blackwell, of Elmora, New Jersey. 

Anna Rice Powell, of Plainfield. New Jersey. 

Sarah H. Emerson, New York City, N. Y. 

William T. Sabine, D. D., New York City, N. Y. 

That the principal place of transacting the business of said 

Society is New York City. 

In Witness Whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals 

this Eighteenth day of March, A. D. 1895. 

Aaron M. Powell, (L. S.) 

Emily Blackwell, M. D., (L. S.) 

Anna Lukens, M. D., (L. Sj 
Naomi Lawton Davis, (L. S.) 

Anna Rice Powell, (L. S.) 

Sam’l C. Blackwell, (L. S.) 

Sarah H. Emerson, (L. S.) 

William T. Sabine, D. D.,(L. s.) 

State of New York, ) 

City and County of New York, \ ss' 

On this 18th day of March, 1895, 

before me personally came Aaron M. Powell, Emily Black- 

well, Naomi L. Davis, Anna Rice Powell, Samuel C. Black- 

well, Sarah H. Emerson and William T. Sabine, to me known 
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to be the individuals described in and who executed the foregoing 

instrument, and severally acknowledged that they executed the 

same. 

John R. Smith, 

Notary Public, N. Y. Co. 

State of New York, ) 
City and County of New York, ] 

On the 19th day of March, 1895, 

before me personally came Anna Lukens, to me known to be one 

of the individuals described in and who executed the foregoing 

instrument, and acknowledged that she executed the same. 

Charles G. Stevenson, 

Notary Public N. Y. Co. 

In the Matter of the Incorporation 

—of— 

The American Purity Alliance. 

I do consent to and approve of the incorporation above men¬ 

tioned, and of the filing of the within certificate, and allow the 

same accordingly. 

Dated New York, March 19, 1895. 

Edward Patterson 

A Justice of the Supreme 

Court of the State of 

New York of the First 

Judicial Court. 
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Paper read at the International Council of "Women. Pamphlet edition, 10 cents. 

Address, The Philanthropist, 

United Charities Building, 

4th Ave. and 22nd St., New York. 
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SOCIAL PURITY LEAFLETS. 
I 

THE PHILANTHROPIST SERIES. 

The following leaflets of the Philanthropist Series have been published: 

1. —“ Legal Protection for Young Girls,'* by Aaron M. Powell. 

2. —“ The State and Girlhood,” by Emily Blackwell, M. D. 

3. —“ Save the Boys,” by Rev. J. P. Gledstone, 

4. —“ Social Purity the Latest and Greatest Crusade,” eigh 

pages, by Frances E. Willard. 

5. —“The Sacredness of Motherhood,” by Mrs. Elizabeth P. Bond 

6. —“ The White Cross,” by the.Rt. Rev. Henry C. Potter D. D., 

Bishop of New York. 

7. —“ Mrs. Butler—The New Moral Crusade,” with portrait, 

eight pages, reprinted from The Chiistian, London. 

8. —“ The Double Standard of Morality,” by Mrs. J. E. Butler. 

9. —“ Clean Lips,” by Rev. J. P. Gledstone. 

10. —“ How to Organize the White Cross—Its Objects and 

Methods,” eight pages, by Rev. B. F. De Costa, D. D. 

11. —‘ The Sacredness of Fatherhood,” by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D.D. 

12. —“ Guarding the Young,” by Mrs. Elizabeth Powell Bond. 

13. —“Age of Consent” Legislation, by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D. 

14. —“ Need of Combination among Women for Self-Protection, 

eight pages, by Emily Blackwell, M. D. 

15. —“The Sin of Impurity,” 8pp., by Rev. Canon Wilberforce, A.M. 

16. —“Drink and Vice,” by Aaron M. Powell. 

17. —“Wages and Vice,*' by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D. 

18. —“High Ideals of Purity,” eight pages, by Anna Rice Powell. 

19. —“ Law and Immorality,” by Rev. A. H. Lewis, D. D. 

20. —“ Social Vice and National Decay,” 8pp. by Rev. W. T. Sabine. 

21. —“Girlhood and Purity”—A Portion of a Private Letter 

to Girls, eight pages, by Grace H. Dodge. 

22. —“Regulation Fallacies”—Vice not a “Necessity,”—eight 

pages, by Emily Blackwell, M. D. 

23. —“The Need for Work to Promote Social Purity,”—eight 

pages, by Elizabeth Powell Bond. 

24. —“ An Earnest Appeal to Young Women,” by a Friend. 
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25. —“The White Cross in Education,” 8pp., by F. E. Willard* 

26. —“A Mother’s Letter to Her Son,” by Mrs. Mary Clement 

Leavitt. 

27. —“Message to Young Men—Wild Oats,” eight pages, by 

Rev. J. P. Gledstone. 

28—“Social Purity—The Right Training of Children,” eight 

pages, by Edward B. Rawson. 

29. —“Medical Declaration Concerning Chastity,” eight 

pages, signed by many Physicians. 

30. —“Ministerial Declaration Against Legalized Vice,’’ 

eight pages, signed by many Ministers. 

31. —“Christ’s Teaching on the Social Evil,” eight pages, 

by Rev. Lyman Abbott, D. D. 

They will be mailed, post paid, to any address, at ten cents a dozen ; fifty cents 
a hundred. No. 4, No. 7, No. 10, No. 14, No. 15, No. 17, No. 18, No. 20, No. 21, 
No. 22, No. 23, No. 25, No. 27, No. 28, No. 29, No. 30, and No. 31, eight pages, 
twenty cents a dozen, one dollar a hundred. 

WHITE CROSS PLEDGES. 

I. —White Cross Pledge for men. 

II. —Silver Cross for boys. 

III. —Woman’s Pledge for Parity. 

IV. —Daughters of the Tempie (pledge for girls). 

Price, post paid, one cent each, ten cents a dozen, fifty cents per hundred. 

Address The Philanthkppist, 

United Charities Building, 

Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second St., New York. 
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and portraits. eAAINING Fifty Papers and Addresses by gifted writers 

and speakers of our own and other countries, covering 

many aspects of the Purity Question—Rescue, Educational, 

Preventive, Legislative, Economic and Religious. 

Also sixty-two finely executed half-tone portraits of distin¬ 

guished men and women, widely known representatives of the 

Purity Movement in Europe and America,. 

Edited by Aaron M. Powell, of The Philanthropist, and 

President of the American Purity Alliance. 

The most valuable contribution yet made to Purity Literature 

in any country. Handsomely orinted and substantially bound. 

Most desirable for Library use, public and private, for Parents, 

Teachers, Clergymen, Journalists, Legislators and others. 

472 P7JGES. PRICE $2.50. 

& 

Address, with checks or money orders, 

THE AiTERICAN PURITY ALLIANCE, 

The United Charities Building, 

Fourth Ave. and 22d St., New York. 



Ulbite Gross Pledge* 

My strength is as the strength of ten, because my’heart is pure. 

/,....promise by the help of God. 

1. — To treat all women with re specif and endeavor to protect 

them from wrong and degradation. 

2. — To endeavor to put down all indecent language and coarse 

jests. 

3. — To maintain the law of purity as equally binding upon 

men and women. 

4. — To endeavor to spread these principles among my com¬ 

panions, and to try and help my younger brothers. 

5. — To use every possible means to fulfil the command “Keep 

thyself purefi 



FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to “The American Purity Alliance,” 

incorporated in the year 1895 under the Laws of the State of 

New York, the sum of.Dollars, 

to be used for the purpose of said Alliance, and under it 

direction. 
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